LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER      553 From J. W. Forney to General Butter
WASHINGTON, D. C., Feb. 20th, 1865 [Not in chronological order]
GENERAL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated Lowell, Mass., on the 15th instant, enclosing to me an extract which you say was cut from my Philadelphia paper, The Press, of the 14th inst. I have read the extract with great pain, and I need not say that I deeply regret that it should ever have appeared in a journal belonging to me. My relations to you have never been unfriendly, and since your administration of the Military Department of New Orleans and Louisiana, which was a fitting sequel to your bold and noble stand against slavery, you have had no firmer or stronger friend than myself. If I were disposed to be petulant, I might complain of the tone in which you have addressed me, because you have employed language which leads me to infer that you have forgotten the feeling which has animated me in regard to yourself. The only way I can rectify this mistake is either to ask you to print this letter, or to make a frank explanation of the manner in which it obtained circulation in The Press. The latter I will do, the former is for yourself.
Very truly yours, J. W. FORNEY
From the Secretary of War
WASHINGTON, February Yttii, 1865
To Major General B. F. BUTLER
YOUR telegram of sixteenth received. Leave is granted you to visit New York, by order of the Secretary of War.
E. D. TOWNSEND, A. A. G.
From E. L. Barney to General Butler
NEW BEDFORD, Feb ZOth, 1865
DEAR SIR: My friend, Col. D. W. Wardrop, is now out of the service, his time having expired, and is now at Newbern, where his wife is quite sick. He has written to me to aid him getting a position in the regular 'army, and wished me to see you, and learn what you should say his chances are, and to be governed by your advice, and it not being convenient for me to come in person, I write to you to ask you what your belief or opinion is, of the prospect of his getting a Brigadier place, or a position in the regular army.
He is in my opinion much more worthy of a Brigadiership